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“Chicago” is one of Sandburg’s most famous poems. With a few 
brusque, bold lines he hammered out an image of the city that has 
defined it for generations.  
 
One of the ideas presented in this poem is that something bad or 
evil can be an important part of something larger than itself that is 
good. Do you agree with this? Does a modern-day example of this 
concept come to mind? 
 
This was considered a coarse, rough poem at the time of 
publication. How does the nature of the language affect the poem?  
 

Is “Chicago” a love poem? 
 
In this poem, what is the relationship between Chicago and the rest of America? 
 
Have you ever written a poem about your city and the people in it? 
How did it turn out? What did you focus on? 
 
How does your view of your city differ from other peoples’ views? 
 
If you could describe your city with strong visuals/actions like hog butcher to the world, stacker 
of wheat, etc., what would those words be? 
 
“Grass” is one of Sandburg’s most powerful poems about war. As a soldier during the 
Spanish-American War and a reporter during World War I, Sandburg had firsthand experience 
of war that shaped the way he wrote. 
 
Why does Sandburg speak from the point of view of the grass? What’s the effect of using this 
perspective? 
 
Is the grass ominous or comforting? 
 
Do you need to understand military history to understand this poem? Why or why not? 
 
What is the effect of the repetition? 
 
This poem was published in 1918. Does it still remain relevant, even though the specific ways 
we fight wars has changed dramatically? 
 
What are the poem’s implications? 
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